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Preface

Thisbooklet is intended to show what is happeningto wastewatermanagementin Japanand
how utilities of local governments and national government office in charge of public
wastewater service are trying to handle the issues Furthermore, brief history appearsas
introductionat the beginning

Forthe last half of century, national and local governmentshave investeda lot of money into
building physicalinfrastructureto managewastewater Currentsituationsare muchbetter than
they usedto be onthe issuesof pollutionandfloods

Onthe other hand,havingbuilt and owninghugeamount of assetshasbrought new issuessuch
as sustainabilityof the serviceand earthquakeresilience In addition, climate change,energy
priceincrease anddepopulation,which are beyondcontrol of utilities, affect wastewaterservice
negatively Aslongaspeoplelive, wastewaterservicemustcontinue Our missionis sustaining
andimprovingthe servicefor good

JSWAs a governmentregisteredpubicinterest organizationsupportedby wastewaterutilities of

local governments, private companiesin wastewater industry, and individual wastewater
professionals JSWAs committed to work together with our membersto achievesustainability
andimprovementsof wastewaterservice

| hopethis booklet givesinternationalreaderssomeinsighton the issuesand solutionsin Japan
and helpsexchangeviewsand opinionsinternationally Formore information, pleasecontactmy
staff members(kokusai@ngskr.jp).

Lastbut not least, | thank those who helped usto publishthis booklet, officials of Ministry of
Infrastructure, Land,and Transportation,utility members,and the membersof committee on
internationalrelations,JSWA
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HisatakaSokawa

DirectorGeneral
JaparSewageNorksAssociation




2. History

The mission of wastewater service has grown over the course of history. Here is a short
descriptionof its evolvingroles

1900 Improvement of sanitation

1960 _ Healthy urban b-

Water quality development .
1970 conservation Sincel1884

o Resource recovery from
.7 Wastewater
1990 Enhance flood controls \ ‘/7
in urban areas

2000
2010 Asset management for sustainability

Development of wastewater works in Japan

Sincethe beginningof 20th century until the early 1960s, wastewaterservicewas designedto
keepsanitationof urban areasbecausethe infectiouswater borne diseaseilled manypeople
Thepriority wasremovingboth sanitarywastewaterand storm water from where peoplelived.

In the 1970Q Jpublic water pollution was so severethat expansionof wastewater treatment
servicewas in dire need Necessarymeasureswere taken one after another for funding and
implementationof wastewaterprojects

In 1996 the seweragdaw wasrevisedto promote beneficialuse of sludge Wastewaterservice
expansionled to increasein sludgegenerationand needto recycledue to shortageof disposal
sites

In 2003 requirementof CSCcontrol wasaddedto the seweragelaw. Expansiorof wastewater
serviceachievedcleanwater environmenton dry weatherdays Cleanwater allowedwaterfront
developmentandled to makeCS(ollution standout after wet weatherdays

In 2015 the law was revisedto ensure asset managementfor all the wastewater service
operators, namely local governments Aging wastewater infrastructure was highlighted in
relationto sinkholedrom failed sewers




2. History

1960s severely polluted Dokai bay (left) and at present (right), Kitakyushu city




